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I.  Introduction

This study was conducted for The Early Childhood Initiative Foundation by Prange  & O’Hearn’s Insights, Inc.  The study probed parents’ opinions about parenting and being a parent in Miami-Dade County.  It focused on the knowledge they need, the resources available to them, their problem areas and the needs/tools they have as parents that may benefit from additional resources or community support.  

The study was conducted July 13 to Sept. 30, 2000.  Five cultural/ethnic groups were targeted for the study:  non-Hispanic white, Hispanic Cuban, Hispanic non-Cuban, African-American and Haitian.  Telephone interviewing methodology was employed for all interviewing except for the Haitian parents.  Haitian interviews were conducted using face-to-face interviews due to the low incidence of Haitians among the population as a whole.  Using face-to-face interviews allowed a geographical targeting strategy that focused on areas of higher Haitian concentration.  All respondents were interviewed in their language of preference and interviews were conducted in English, Spanish and Creole.

To qualify for the interview, a respondent had to be a parent of a child 5 years old or younger or expecting a child within the next 9 months.  A total of 2,040 interviews were completed for the study, 70 of those conducted with expectant parents.  This number of interviews provides a margin of error of plus or minus 2.2% for the total sample.  The final distribution of interviews across the five cultural groups approximated the proportion of each group in the Miami-Dade County population.

More than 90% of the interviews were conducted with the mother or the father of the child five years old or younger.  Women were respondents in 78% of all interviews.

Organization of Report

This report is divided into nine sections:

· I.  
Introduction/Executive Summary

· II.  
Sample Characteristics

· III. 
Child’s Health

· IV. 
Behavioral/Environmental Issue

· V.  
Need for Services/Support

· VI. 
Home Visits

· VII. 
Information Sources

· VIII.
Demographic Characteristics

· IX.  
Expectant Parents

The English version of the questionnaire is appended to this report.

Executive Summary

This study probed parents’ opinions about parenting and being a parent in Miami-Dade County  focused on the knowledge needed, the resources available to them, their problem areas and the needs/tools they have as parents that could benefit from additional resources or community support.

The study supports existing knowledge about parenting issues while identifying key needs specific to parents of pre-school age children in Miami-Dade County.  Key learning from the study is outlined on the following pages.

Sixty percent of the parents in the study were foreign-born.  This in itself may have implications for communications about services or the nature of the actual services offered.  A diverse population from a variety of backgrounds and experiences in this market needs to be served.  Cultural issues need to be considered in deciding on the services offered as well as in communicating those services.  Widely differing social/economic/educational/economic standards, values and expectations also need to be considered.

Living Conditions

Several issues related to the living conditions of the families in the study indicate additional support needs exist within the community for parents of pre-school age children (infant through 5 years).  A combination of factors come together that call for more support for the caregivers in the household.

Time pressures are serious for these parents.  Most live in households where both parents work fulltime jobs in addition to their family duties.  Many say they want to be able to spend more time with their children.

In some households, the father or the mother is not present in the household (averages about 27% with no father and 14% with no mother but significantly higher among African –Americans and Haitians).  In some households, there are other relatives (such as grandparents or older siblings).  But for the most part, parents are “on their own” when it comes to caring for their children.  

Many say they do not have an opportunity to get a break from their children when they need it and there appears to be relatively low use of child care assistance from others not in the family. 

For many, the time spent with their children could be characterized as “passive” time (holding the child, talking, listening) rather than in developmental or educational activities (such as reading, telling stories).  Many parents said their child does not listen to them when they speak to them, adding to what may already be high frustration levels.

According to the survey findings, these frustrations generally do not result in violence in the household.  In fact, most parents said violence in the neighborhood or in the household was not a large factor.  Some concern was expressed about television/video game violence but, again, it could be termed as of serious proportions.  

Measurements dealing with discipline in the household point to more help needed in this area.  Discipline in the household tends to be passive rather than aggressive.  Still, but the impression is left that, whatever parents are doing, it is not working as well as they would like.

Health Conditions/Medical Care.

Most parents in the study described their child’s health, both physical health and emotional health, as good.  The two areas that seemed to be lacking from the parents’ viewpoint were in the area of emergency care and in dental care.

As many as a third of the parents did not feel they were able to obtain rapid medical treatment for their child when needed.  Considering the “Living/Family” conditions described above, some of these needs may be related to time-at-home issues or the availability of someone to help out when needed.  Many parents rely on hospital emergency rooms or clinics to help them when their child needs rapid medical attention.

In general, about half of the parents said their child sees a dentist, leaving the other half without regular dental care.

About a third of the parents in the study relied on Medicaid or were uninsured and about one in ten with insurance did not have coverage for their children.

Please remember in reviewing the findings in this report that the standards by which parents judge their child’s health, exposure to violence and the like were not defined, may well differ and are not known.

Family/Child Services

Among the most needed services from the parents’ point-of-view were:

· The need for better, affordable health care services for their children 

· Having more time to spend with their children

· Information about nutrition

· Convenient, affordable, high quality child care.  

Overall, 75-80% of the parents in the study rated these areas as “Extremely” or “Very” important.

Other services -- such as vision services, evaluation services, hearing services and various types of therapy -- had been used by only small proportions of the parents in the study.  It is not clear from the findings of the study if services are not used because of a lack of need or because of a lack of knowledge about the availability of the services.

The possibility of home visits from a professional was well received among the parents in the study.  Most described home visits as being helpful and more than half expressed their willingness to use home visiting if it were available on request.  According to the parents, the most desirable sources of assistance to be available through home visits would be pre-school information, relationship-building assistance, nutrition information and materials about parenting and raising children that would be prepared and available in their language of preference.

When asked about specific types of information that might be made available through home visits, almost all the types listed were deemed desirable by 25-35% of the parents.  The three most important types of information were:

· Information to help your children think, learn and solve problems

· Information about disciplining

· Healthy brain development.

Communications

The issues of language and culture came across strongly in the questions related to communications.  In several different contexts, there was a preference for materials about parenting and children that would be available in the parent’s preferred language. Given the mixture of cultures and languages in Miami-Dade County, it will be important to address this issue for the key groups to be served tailoring the communications to the needs and desires of the targeted population.

For some parents, television and radio will be most effective, especially where non-English language communication is paramount. For others, printed material will be useful if prepared in the parent’s language of preference.  Periodic books and magazines about key child care topics distributed at the grass-roots level may be a cost-effective approach to the mass education needs indicated in the findings.  

These publications need to focus on the services being offered and their value to the parents.  They should be made available at schools, churches, community centers and the like. Expectant mothers should be targeted due to their higher than average interest in topics concerning parenting and childhood.

Recommendations for Next Steps

Many challenges for building a better start for Miami-Dade County’s children are identified in this report. Parental and community education is paramount for building awareness of the need to invest in the early years of child development. 

A) It is recommended that a compelling Value Proposition be developed for use throughout the community to focus broad-based attention on the needs of children in the early years and the support services that are and will be available to parents in this endeavor. 

Findings from this study indicate that there is harmony and agreement among parents  about the key issues in child rearing that would support the use of a single Value Proposition in the initial marketing campaign. 

B)
One key step in developing a comprehensive communications campaign about the specifics of early years development may be to conduct probes to better understand the standards and benchmarks used by parents to determine their children’s levels of health care, exposure to violence and disciplinary issues. These insights may lead to a more targeted campaign to build awareness of higher standards necessary to improving a child’s opportunities for greater future success and for development of the support tools parents need to accomplish the transition. 

Continued communication of the Value Proposition and the needs of the children to the media, state and local officials and the business community will be critical to the success of the effort to raise the bar on early childhood rearing improvements. This task will take continued, sustained effort to have a lasting impact on the community. 

C) Measurement of success over time will be critical to keeping the initiative on track, providing ongoing direction for continuous improvements of future communications campaigns, support services, measurement of impact in improving community awareness of the issues and identification of emerging trends or needs in the community that should be addressed. 

Combined with statistical analysis of available data in service use, medical records and education measurements, these tools will gauge the success of the initiative to build a better future for the community through increased support for children in the early years.

II.  Sample Characteristics

The sample obtained for the study was roughly in proportion to the population distribution of the various ethnic group classifications used.  A total of 1,970 interviews were collected and categorized into one of five groupings (An additional 70 interviews were conducted with expectant parents bringing the total number of interviews collected to 2,040).

Group Classification
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Total

No other caregivers

41%

Relative

43%

Spouse

34%

Child care

24%

Professional or babysitter in my home

9%

Partner

7%

Professional or babysitter in his/her own home

5%

Friend/ neighbor

4%

Older child

2%

Other

2%

For the purposes of this study, respondents were asked to classify themselves into one of five general ethnic/origin groups.  Hispanics represented 60% of those interviewed (split equally between those of Cuban heritage and those of other Hispanic heritage), non-Hispanic whites represented about one respondent in five (19%), 14% were African-American and 7% were Haitian.

In more than nine out of ten cases (93%), the respondent was the mother or the father of the child.  Grandparents were respondents in 5% of the interviews; an aunt or uncle was the respondent in 2% of the interviews

Overall, women were the respondents in 78% of the interviews and men were represented in 22% of the interviews.  

Other Caregivers

About four respondents in ten (41%) said no one else takes care of the children under age 6 either in the home or a place other than the home.  
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In most instances, the “other caregiver” was a spouse (34%) or relative (43%).  About one respondent in four (24%) said the child was cared for by a professional at a child care center and one in ten (9%) had a professional or babysitter who came to their home to care for the child.
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Language Spoken with Child

The primary language spoken with children under six years of age varied by group.  Non-Hispanic whites tended to speak English with their child (85%), or spoke Spanish (6%) or mixed the two languages equally (5%).  

Cuban Hispanics and non-Cuban Hispanics tended to speak Spanish with their children most often (65% and 70% respectively) while about one in five (20% Cuban Hispanic and 18% non-Cuban Hispanic) spoke both English and Spanish equally with their children under 6 years of age.
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African-American parents spoke English almost exclusively (97%) while Haitian parents were most likely to speak Creole (51%) or English (41%) with their children under 6.

Language Reading Ability

Language reading ability varied across the five groups.  Respondents were asked to rate their own English reading ability.  Non-Hispanic whites and African-Americans rated their English reading ability the highest of the five groups.  More than nine in ten in both groups rated their English reading ability “Excellent” or “Very Good.”

In comparison, Hispanic respondents generally rated their English reading ability somewhat lower.  About six in ten (60%) Cuban Hispanics rated their English reading ability “Excellent” or “Very Good” with non-Cuban Hispanics generally rating their English reading ability somewhat lower than the Cuban Hispanics.  One-fourth of Cuban Hispanics rated their English reading ability “Fair” or “Poor” (25%) while about one-third of non-Cuban Hispanics (34%) rated their English reading ability “Fair” or “Poor.”

The ability to read English among Haitian respondents tended to be significantly lower than that of the other four groups.  About one in four Haitian respondents (26%) rated their English reading ability “Excellent” or “Good” while 61% rated their English reading ability “Fair” or [image: image6.wmf]Adults Living in Home with Child
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“Poor.”  One in three Haitian parents said they couldn’t read English at all (32%).

The ability to read Spanish was generally limited to the two Hispanic groups.  Only about 13% of Non-Hispanic whites rated their ability to read Spanish “Excellent” or “Very Good” with about one in three (33%) saying they had no ability to read Spanish.

Spanish reading ability among African Americans was even lower.  Only 3% of African-American respondents rated their Spanish reading ability “Excellent” or “Very Good,” and slightly more than one-third (36%) said they had no ability to read Spanish.

Likewise, the ability to read Spanish among Haitian respondents was extremely limited.  Nearly all the Haitian respondents (94%) said they could not read Spanish.

The ability to read Creole was limited among all five groups with most respondents rating their ability to read Creole as “Not at all” or “Poor.”  Even among Haitian respondents, the ability to read Creole was limited.  One in five (19%) professed no ability to read Creole and only about four in ten said their ability to read Creole was “Excellent” or “Very Good” (39%)

Satisfaction with Child Care Arrangements

Overall satisfaction with child care arrangements was good among most respondents.  In general, almost all respondents rated their child care arrangements “Very Satisfactory” (70%) or “Satisfactory” (26%)  (It is important to remember that there is generally little awareness of what constitutes high quality child care and the value of high quality child care).
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African-American parents and Haitian parents expressed the lowest levels of satisfaction with their child care arrangements.  About 4% of African-American respondents rated their child care arrangements as “Unsatisfactory” or “Very Unsatisfactory” while about one-in-five Haitian parents classified their arrangements as either “Unsatisfactory” (18%) or “Very Unsatisfactory” (2%).  About four in ten among those two groups classified their child care arrangements as “Satisfactory” (39% of African-Americans and 44% of Haitians).

III.  Child’s Health

Several questions in the study focused on health care for children and how parents felt about their child’s health condition as well as how they handled medical problems when they arose.  The questions were phrased in two general classifications of health: their “General” health condition and their “Emotional, developmental or behavioral” health.

Most parents rated their child’s current general health condition as “Excellent” (77%) or “Good” (19%).  About one percent (1%) of the parents in each of the five cultural groups described their child’s general health condition as “Poor” or “Very Poor

Differences were apparent across the five cultural groupings.  The chart below shows the proportion of parents in each group rating their child’s health as “Excellent.”  The pattern that emerges is one that is consistent across many of the health-related questions: Non-Hispanic white parents generally rated their child’s health condition better than the two Hispanic groups and even better than either African-American or Haitian parents.

[image: image8.wmf]Q14x & Q15x - Home Visits:

Expectant

All parents

How helpful

73%

56%

How willing

71%

61%

The pattern was similar for ratings of the child’s “Emotional, developmental or behavioral” health although the proportions were slightly lower across all groups.  Most parents rated their child’s emotional, developmental or behavioral health as “Excellent” (69%) or “Good” (26%).  About one percent (1%) of the parents in each of the five cultural groups described their child’s emotional, developmental or behavioral health as “Poor” or “Very Poor

Health care may not have been a highly significant issue for many of the parents but issues related to emergency care and dental care were apparent for a significant number of parents.

Parents generally agreed that their children are “Always” well cared for by an adult (94%).  Likewise, parents generally agreed their children were “Always” up-to-date on their immunization shots (93%).

When it came to getting enough rest, however, about three-fourths of parents said their children “Always” get enough rest (76%).

Rapid medical attention was an issue for many parents as was dental care.  About 71% of parents said their child “Always” received rapid medical attention as soon as they wanted.  Overall, four percent of the parents (4%) said their child never receives medical care as soon as they wanted.  
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21%
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29%
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Only 44% of the parents said their child “Always” sees a dentist.  In fact, about one parent in five in each of the five cultural groups (21%) said their child “Never” sees a dentist.  The chart below summarizes the proportion of respondents who said their child “Always” fit into the category listed:

The two charts on the following page provide an overview of medical attention from the perspective of the parents in the study.  Most parents (about eight in ten), with the exception of the Haitian parents, call a doctor in the event of a medical emergency.

A significant proportion of parents rely on the hospital emergency room (40%) or a clinic (40%) to help them solve a medical emergency with their child.  Relatives are relied on in  17% of the cases.
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Medical Expenses

About half the parents in the study (56%) rely on an HMO/PPO to help pay medical expenses.  Nearly one parent in five (17%) relies on Medicaid/Welfare to pay medical expenses while one in ten has traditional commercial health insurance (10%).
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Nearly one parent in ten said they were uninsured (8%).

Among those who had some type of medical coverage, 89% said their health plan included coverage for their children, leaving 11% without coverage.

IV.  Behavioral/Environmental Issues

Respondents were asked a series of questions related to the home environment and their past behavior relative to child/family services that the parents may have used in the past.

The Home Environment

For the most part, children represented in the study live with one or both of their parents.  Mothers were present in 86% of the homes included in the study; in 73% of the homes the father was present in the home with the child.  About one home in five had a grandparent living in the household (21%).

Notable exceptions were among African-American respondents and Haitian respondents.  Fathers were present in 52% of the African-American households and in 41% of the Haitian households.  The absence of the father was somewhat offset by the presence of grandparents, other adults and adult siblings living in the home.  

[image: image13.wmf]Q24x - Payment of Medical Expenses

Expectant

All parents

HMO/PPO

36%

56%

Medicaid/Welfare

27%

17%

Traditional commercial insurance

11%

10%

Self-payment; no insurance

13%

8%

Medicare

10%

5%

Veteran's Benefits

0%

*

Other

3%

4%

Q25x - Includes coverage for children

79%

89%

Grandparents were present in 31% of the African-American homes and in 17% of the Haitian homes.  Adult siblings were present in 9% of the African-American households and in 15% of the Haitian households.  Aunts, uncles and adult cousins were present in 13% of the African-American homes and in 8% of the Haitian homes.

Environmental Characteristics
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Questions related to the home environment pointed out several key areas for focus.  Respondents were asked to describe the home environment using six different measures.  These included the ability to get a break when needed, whether friends/relatives were available to help when needed, whether or not the parent felt the child listened to them when spoken to and the child’s exposure to violence in the home and in the community.  Parents were most likely to feel that they don’t get a break from their children when they need one.  A summary of the findings is shown in the list and chart below:

Statement summary – 
· “My child listens to me when I speak to him/her.”


Although many parents agreed with this statement, the levels of “Completely Agree” and 
“Strongly Agree” averaged 60% with 7% of the parents disagreeing with the statement.

· “A friend, neighbor or family member is available to help out if needed.”


On average, about 50% of parents agreed with this statement.  31% “Completely Agree” 
and 19% “Strongly Agree” with 20% of the parents disagreeing with the statement.

· “I can get a break from my children when I need it.”


More than a third of the parents agreed “Completely” (23%) or “Strongly” (15%) with 
this statement with 30% of the parents disagreeing with the statement.

· “A child in this family observes acts of violence on TV, movies or computer game.”


Fewer than one parent in ten (8%) agreed “Completely” or “Strongly” with this statement 
and about three-fourths (78%) disagreed.

· “A child in this family observes acts of violence between adults in the family”


Only 3% of the parents agreed “Strongly” or “Completely” with this statement.  Almost 
all parents (93%) disagreed with the statement.

· “A child in this family observes acts of violence in this neighborhood.”


About 2% of the parents agreed “Completely” or “Strongly” with this statement.  Almost 
all (93%) disagreed.

How Time with Children is Spent

Parents were asked how often in the last two days they had spent time with their children engaged in a list of activities.  Activities were compared for this analysis using the category “Three or more times in the last two days.”

Most of the time spent with children in the last two days was spent in what could be termed “passive” activities that involved no developmental activities.  The most often-engaged activities were “Talking,” “Listening” and “Holding on your lap.”  Two activities might be considered developmental ones that were engaged in by fewer than half the parents: Telling stories and Reading.

On average, the activities engaged in three or more times in the last 2 days were:

· Talking



91%

· Listening



87%

· Holding on lap


84%

· Playing



82%

· Spending time as a family

77%

· Disciplining


65%

· Singing songs


60%

· Telling stories


47%

· [image: image15.wmf]Q7x - Ability to Read English
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Q7x - Ability to Read Spanish
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Haitian parents were least likely to have engaged their child in any of the activities listed.  Reading with the child was more often done by Non-Hispanic white parents and African-American parents.

Discipline

The question of discipline is always a sensitive issue for parents.  The findings of the study for this topic should be considered indicators only and not absolute measures since parents may often provide the answer they feel is an “acceptable” one rather than being totally frank with the interviewer.  The responses should be taken as indicative of the means employed by parents to deal with a child’s behavior.

For the most part, parents in the study said they tended to use means other than physical to discipline their children.  Most often, the parents in the study said they tried to show their children acceptable alternative behavior or attempted to reason with their children when discipline was required.  Physical responses (such as spanking or slapping) were used infrequently to deal with discipline problems.  Other means such as issuing a verbal reprimand, giving a “time out” or taking away things were relatively common forms of discipline among the parents in the study.
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The chart below summarizes the responses given for the discipline questions, showing the proportion of parents who said they used each form of discipline “Always” or “most of the time.” 

Use of Family/Child Services

Parents were asked to indicate which of a list of services they had ever used to help their child.  Most parents had not used any of the services listed.  

Usage typically ranged between 10-18% for the most often-used services: Vision services (18%), Evaluation services (15%), Hearing services (13%), Parent support or training (12%), Speech/Language therapy (10%) and Social services (10%).  

Six other services had been used by fewer than 10% of the parents: 

· Counseling services



9%

· Special classes with other children

8%

· Physical therapy




6%

· Home visits




5%

· Services for special learning problems

5%
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The perceived need for specific family/child services based on the parents’ perspective is outlined in the next section of the report.

V.  Need for Services/Support

Parents were read a list of 12 items and asked to indicate how important each was in helping their children be ready to learn.  Relatively high levels of importance (60% or more “Extremely” or “Very” important) were placed on all the items listed.

Topping the list of important items were 1) The need for convenient, affordable, high-quality health care (80%), and 2) having more time to spend with their child (80%).

· Convenient, affordable, high-quality health care


80%

· More time with my child





80%

· Nutrition and adequate food




78%

· Convenient, affordable, high-quality child care for infants 



and toddlers






78%

· Convenient, affordable, high-quality child care for 3, 4 and 



5 year olds






75%

· A safer neighborhood





74%

· Adequate family income





74%

· Dental care






71%

· Learning and play materials for my child



71%

· More information about how my child learns


70%

· More information to help me be an even better parent

66%
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Opportunities also exist in providing additional learning materials for parents.  In all four categories listed, a majority of the parents said they were “Extremely” or “Very” interested in knowing more about each of the topics.  Interest tended to be higher among Haitian parents compared to the other groups.

VI.  Home Visits

The possibility of home visits from a professional was appealing to many of the parents in the study.  Parents were presented with the following question:


Home visiting is a strategy used to assist parents where a specially-trained professional provides information, guidance, and support for parents in their homes but only if the parent requests it. 


As a parent, how helpful would it have been or would it be to have home visiting?

The proportion of parents who felt that home visits would be helpful averaged 56%.  Nearly two-thirds of Hispanic non-Cuban parents (65%) and Haitian parents (64%) agreed that home visits from a professional would be helpful.  More than half of Cuban parents (55%) and African-American parents (54%) said home visits would be helpful.  The proportion of non-Hispanic white parents who said home visits would be helpful was somewhat less than the other four groups but was still significant (43%)
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Parents were also asked how willing they would be to use home visiting if it were available on request.  More than half of the parents in all five groups (61%) said they would be willing to use home visiting if it were available.  Hispanic non-Cuban parents were the more likely than the other groups to say they would be willing to use home visiting if it were available (72%).

Sources of Assistance Through Home Visiting

Parents were asked about what sources of assistance would be most helpful if they were made available through home visiting.  The four items more highly desired among the eight items presented to the parents were:

· Pre-school information



34%

· Parent-child relationship building


34%

· Nutrition information



32%

· Materials in your language of preference 



about raising children



31%

There was strong demand for the remaining four items listed.  More than one parent in five said these sources of assistance would be helpful as well:

· Information and time to talk about your 



child’s health




24%%

· Home visits by professionals that provide



information, resources and guidance



about childrearing



22%

· Public awareness that provides information



about children, families and parenting
21%

· Information in your language of preference



on parenting classes



20%
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Some differences were noted across the five cultural groupings:

Pre-school information – Compared to the other cultural groups, pre-school information was of more interest to non-Hispanic white parents and African-American parents and of less interest to Haitian parents.

Nutrition Information – Nutrition information was of more interest to non-Hispanic white parents and to African-American parents and of less interest to Hispanic Cuban and Haitian parents.

Language Issues – The two sources of assistance offered in the parents’ preferred language were more desirable among Haitian parents: “Materials in your language of preference about raising children” and “Information in your language of preference on parenting classes”.

“Information and time to talk about your child’s health” - This topic was more important to African-American parents and to Haitian parents compared to the other groups

Public Awareness – African-American parents were more likely than others to say that public awareness providing information about children, families and parenting would be helpful.

Home Visiting Information

Parents were read a list of 14 types of information and asked to indicate which would be most helpful via a home visitor.  Overall, each item listed was said to be helpful by 22%-35% of the parents.  Those with the highest interest were:


% Most Helpful


Information to help your children think, learn and solve problems
35%


Information about disciplining
32%


Child health and safety information
31%


Nutrition and feeding information
30%


Information to help your children learn from right and wrong
30%



Healthy brain development
30%


Information about how to get your child to be more cooperative
29%



How children develop
28%


Play activities with your child
27%


Information about how your children learn to communicate
27%


Information about ways for your child to be able to get along with others
26%


Information about your child’s activity level and coordination
24%


Information about your child’s special health care needs
24%


Toilet training
22%

Looking only at the parents who described home visiting as helpful, the three most helpful types of information were said to be: Information to help your children think, learn and solve problems, Information about disciplining and Healthy brain development.
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A higher proportion of African-American parents rated each item on the list as more helpful compared to parents in other cultural groups.  Haitian parents tended to rate each of the items lower than the other groups except for Information about your child’s special health care needs, Child health and safety information, Healthy brain development and Information about how your children learn to communicate.

VII.  Information Sources

Parents were asked about the sources they rely on for information about their child’s development and for parenting information.  The sources most often relied upon were the parent’s “mother or mother-in-law” and a “doctor or nurse.”  “Other relative” an “elder” or a “child care professional” were relied upon somewhat less (27%, 26% and 20% respectively).
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The chart below shows the responses across the five cultural groups in the study:

Media Sources of Information

The parents in the study were presented with six media selections from which one might obtain information about children’s development and parenting.  For each, they were asked how often they get information on children’s development and parenting from that source.

Books and magazines were selected most often by the parents as sources of information that they used “Always” or “Most of the time.”

· Books




34%

· Magazines




23%

· Television




13%

· Newspapers



  6%

· The Internet



  6%

· Radio




  6%

There were some notable differences in information sources across the five cultural groups.  Haitian parents were less likely to use books or magazines compared to the other groups and tended to rely more on electronic media sources: Television 38% and Radio 27%.
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VIII.  Demographic Characteristics

The respondents represent a diverse group of parents in Miami-Dade County.  This section of the report summarizes key demographic variables collected from the respondents as part of the interview.

Number of Children

Respondents were asked to identify the number of children living in their household in selected age groups.  It should be noted that the numbers represent the number of children living in the household in each age grouping.  The question did not specify that the children must be their own children so in households where more than one family lives, the numbers can be somewhat large in individual households. The numbers presented here represent averages across all respondents.

Parents in the survey had an average of two children living in their household with an average of 1.5 children under the age of 6.  The distribution across ages was fairly consistent.  However, they tended to have a slightly higher number of younger children (under 1 year of age) living in their household indicating that many survey respondents had children who had recently been born.


Ages of Children
Average Number of Children

Under 1 year of age
0.48


Age 1 up to age 2
0.35


Age 2 up to age 3
0.24


Age 3 up to age 4
0.20


Age 4 up to age 5
0.24


Age 6 or older
0.50

Total
2.01

The distribution of children by age within each of the five cultural groupings also varied somewhat as shown in the chart on the following page:
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Gender and Age of Respondents

Respondents in the study were more likely to be female than male.  About three-fourths of the parents in the study (73%) were female and 27% were male.

Parents in the study tended to be under 40 years of age (78%).  Nearly one-third were age 18-29 (30%) and nearly one-half were 30–39 years of age (48%)

Age of Respondent

	 
	Percent

	18 - 29
	30%

	30 - 39
	48%

	40 - 49
	16%

	50 - 59
	3%

	60 - 69
	1%

	70 and over
	1%

	Refused
	1%

	Total
	100%


Country of Origin

Most parents in the study were foreign-born.  Only about four parents in ten in the sample (39%) had been born in the United States.  Respondents who had moved to the United States from other countries had been in the U.S. an average of 14.9 years.  Respondents came from a variety of other places, the largest number coming from Cuba (20%) with all other countries accounting for 7% or less of the sample.

Country of Origin

	
	Percent

	U.S. born
	39%

	Brazil
	*

	Colombia
	5%

	Cuba
	20%

	Dominican Republic
	2%

	Guatemala
	1%

	Haiti
	7%

	Jamaica
	2%

	Mexico
	1%

	Nicaragua
	5%

	Puerto Rico
	2%

	Venezuela
	2%

	All Other
	14%

	Total
	100%



*  Less than 0.5%

Employment

Employment levels among the parents interviewed and their working hours limit the time available for spending quality time with their children.  A majority of the parents interviewed (69%) were employed outside the home, as were their spouses/partners (75%).  Nearly half (48%) the parents were employed 40 or more hours per week as were 64% of the spouses/partners.  Only 30% of respondents and 25% of their spouses/partners were not employed outside the home.

Educational Levels

The highest level of education attained by respondents varied somewhat across the five cultural groups.

Non-Hispanic whites tended to have higher levels of education than the other four groups while the Haitians tended to have lower levels of education.  More than half of non-Hispanic whites  (53%) had a bachelor’s degree or higher compared to 37% of Hispanic Cubans, 30% of non-Cuban Hispanics, 25% of African-Americans and 11% of Haitians.

In contrast, 65% of Haitian parents had not completed high school.  This compares to the other cultural groups as follows:  non-Hispanic whites, 3%; Hispanic Cuban, 8%; Hispanic non-Cuban, 9%, and African-American, 8%.

The chart below summarizes the educational level attained by parents in each of the five cultural [image: image26.wmf]Q5 - Satisfaction with Child Care Arrangements
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groups:

Marital Status

Seven of ten respondents in the study were married (71%) at the time of the interview.  About one in twenty (6%) was divorced or separated, and small proportions of parents were widowed (2%) or living with a partner (4%).  Almost one parent in five was single, never married (17%).

Marital status

	
	Percent

	Single, never married
	17%

	Married
	71%

	Separated
	3%

	Divorced
	3%

	Widowed
	2%

	Living with a partner
	4%

	Total
	100%


Household Income

Household income was fairly evenly spread among the nine income groupings provided to respondents in the study.  About 14% were in households where the annual income was under $15,000.  The $15,000-$24,999 grouping accounted for 16% of respondents.  

About a fourth of the parents lived in households where the annual income was $25,000-$49,999.  Another 15% lived in $50,000-$74,999 households, and 15% earned $75,000 per year or more.  About 15% of the respondents opted not to provide their household income for the study.  

The break-by-break statistics are presented in the table below:

Annual household income

	
	Percent

	Under $10,000
	6%

	$10,000 - $14,999
	8%

	$15,000 - $19,999
	7%

	$20,000 - $24,999
	9%

	$25,000 - $34,999
	11%

	$35,000 - $49,999
	14%

	$50,000 - $74,999
	15%

	$75,000 - $99,999
	7%

	$100,000 or more
	8%

	Refused
	15%

	Total
	100%
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Household income varied significantly across the five cultural groupings in the study.  Nearly two-thirds of the non-Hispanic white parents (63%) lived in households where the income exceeded $50,000 per year.  This compares to 43% of the Hispanic Cuban parents, 24% of Hispanic non-Cuban parents, 23% of African-American parents and 4% of Haitian parents.

IX.  Expectant Parents

Within the screening segment of the interview (the early part of the survey where respondents are qualified for the interview), a question was included designed to identify people with no children under the age of 6 years, but currently expecting a baby.  

Seventy people qualified for the interview as expectant parents.  Their responses were not included in any of the analysis presented so far in this report.

This section of the report presents a summary of any major differences between the responses of the current parents and those of expecting parents.  The sample size of expectant parents precludes any detailed analysis of the findings from those respondents (such as cultural groupings or demographic breaks) but the findings here do provide further information concerning parent opinions, desires and needs.

Of the 70 expectant parents interviewed as a part of this study, the breakouts by cultural group were as follows:
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About 84% of the expectant parents had received prenatal care from a doctor, clinic or other health professional (63% of whom received prenatal care in the first two months of their pregnancy; 88% in the first three months).

Expectant parents were read a list of 10 items and asked to indicate the importance of each.  Almost all items were deemed “Extremely” or “Very” important to the expectant parents:
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The primary languages spoken with children under 6 years of age among expectant parents were Spanish (34%) and English (30%).  About one expectant parent in five (19%) said they spoke Spanish and English equally with children under 6 years of age.

The table below shows the distribution by language:
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The ability to read languages did not differ significantly from the total parents sample.

Expectant parents interests’ in learning more about developmental topics were very similar to the interests of parents in general but showed a higher level of interest:
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The expectant parents were also read the battery of choices dealing with topics that they felt were important to learning readiness.  For the 12 items listed, respondents were asked to indicate how important each was in helping their child be ready to learn.

The ranking of the 12 items and the intensity of importance of each item was very similar to the total parent group findings: 
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Home Visiting

Compared to parents in general, expectant parents showed a higher level of interest and willingness to use services that might be offered through home visiting.  Nearly three out of four expectant parents (73%) said that home visiting would be helpful and 71% said they would be willing to use home visiting services if they were available.
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The expectant parents also showed a higher level of interest than parents overall in the sources of assistance available through home visiting.  They particularly focused on nutrition information, relationship-building and their child’s health:
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When asked about the types of information that would be helpful from a home visitor, the expectant parents naturally placed more emphasis on the topics that would be of most concern to parents of a new-born.  Their focus was on information about “Healthy brain development,“ “Child health and safety information” and “Information about your child’s special health care needs.”

Other topics of significantly more interest to the expectant parents compared to the general parent study included communications issues, toilet training, and information about the child’s activity level and coordination.
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Child’s Health
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As was found among the parents in general, expectant parents rely on their doctor when their child needs attention right away.  The proportion of expectant parents who rely on the emergency room or a clinic is also substantial:
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Expectant parents in the study were more likely to rely on Medicaid/Welfare for their medical expenses than parents in general.  They also were less likely to have coverage for their children under their existing health plan.

Discipline

Acceptable forms of discipline for the parents as well as the expectant parents tended to be similar in method and in scope.  The acceptable forms of discipline were rank-ordered the same for both parent groups with the proportion of parents finding each form of discipline acceptable remaining fairly consistent.  
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The expectant parents tended slightly more toward “Taking away things they like” and spanking compared to the other parents but most attitudes and techniques for administering discipline were essentially the same.

Information Sources

Sources of information on the child’s development and on parenting were very similar comparing the overall parents findings with the expectant parents.  The expectant parents tended to seek information from a wider base of resources than the parents in general but the primary sources were the same: Mother or Mother-in-law and a Doctor or Nurse.
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The expectant parents tended to “cast their nets” a little wider also.  Other relatives, friends, neighbors, the clergy … all were used more as sources of information by the expectant parents.
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Media sources used by the expectant parents followed the same pattern.  The rank order of usage was about the same as the general parents findings, but the expectant parents simply did more of the same … more books, more magazines, more television

Demographic Characteristics of Expectant Parents
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Respondents who were classified as expectant parents differed from the general sample is some key, but not unexpected ways.  The expectant parents tended to be younger, less well educated, more likely to have moved to the U.S. during the past 10 years and had significantly lower household incomes than parents as a whole.

Expectant parents in the survey were more likely to be single than the parents in the general market.
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 X.  Questionnaire

The English version of the questionnaire used in the study is contained on the following pages.

   CHAMPION OUR CHILDREN

EARLY CHILDHOOD INITIATIVE

PARENT TELEPHONE SURVEY

July 2000

Hello, my name is _____________ with Insights, Inc. a marketing research company and we are conducting a survey of parents and expectant mothers for The Early Childhood Initiative of Miami-Dade County and Florida International University.  

A. Do you currently have any children under the age of 6 years living in your home?


Yes
1   - - -  ASK Q. B


No
2   - - - SKIP TO Q. C

B.
How are you related to the child?
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Mother or father
1


Grandparent
2

SKIP TO Q. 1


Aunt or uncle
3


Legal guardian
4

C.
Is anyone in your household currently expecting a baby in the next 9 months?


Yes
1   - - - ASK TO SPEAK WITH THAT PERSON AND SKIP TO XX


No
2   - - - TERMINATE

INTRODUCTION

Florida International University and The Early Childhood Initiative of Miami-Dade County are working to give all children in our community full attention, commitment and resources so that they are ready and eager to learn by the time they reach first grade. We need your ideas and thoughts. This telephone survey will take about 15 minutes of your time.

SECTION A – GENERAL

First I am going to ask you some general questions about you and your family.

1. With which of the groups below do you most closely identify?

Non-Hispanic White
1
CHECK GROUP 1 QUOTA AND CONTINUE IF NOT FULL

Hispanic Cuban
2
CHECK GROUP 2 QUOTA AND CONTINUE IF NOT FULL

Hispanic Non-Cuban
3
CHECK GROUP 3 QUOTA AND CONTINUE IF NOT FULL

African-American 
4
CHECK GROUP 4 QUOTA AND CONTINUE IF NOT FULL

Haitian-American
5
CHECK GROUP 5 QUOTA AND CONTINUE IF NOT FULL

Cuban
6
CHECK GROUP 2 QUOTA AND CONTINUE IF NOT FULL

Haitian
7
CHECK GROUP 5 QUOTA AND CONTINUE IF NOT FULL

Black (Prompt)_________
8
CHECK GROUP 4 QUOTA AND CONTINUE IF NOT FULL

Other (Specify) ________
9
IF RESPONDENT FITS INTO ONE OF THE QUOTA GROUPS, 


CHECK QUOTA AND CONTINUE IF NOT FULL; 



OTHERWISE TERMINATE INTERVIEW

2.
How many children do you have <READ FROM LIST> living in your household? How many are boys?  And how many are girls? 






Total


Male


Female


Under 1 year of age

_____


_____


_____


Age 1 up to 2


_____


_____


_____


Age 2 up to 3


_____


_____


_____


Age 3 up to 4


_____


_____


_____


Age 4 up to 5


_____


_____


_____


Age 6 or older

_____


_____


_____

3.
Is there anyone other than you who takes care of your children under age 6 either in your home or someplace other than your home? 

No



1   - - - SKIP TO Q. 5

Yes, in home


2   - - - CONTINUE WITH Q. 4a. and 4b

4a.
Using the following list, please tell me who else, other than you, takes care of your children under age 6 either in your home or someplace else?  


READ LIST BELOW AND CIRCLE ALL THAT APPLY:

4b.
FOR EACH ONE SELECTED IN Q 4a, ASK:  You said that _______ takes care of your children under age 6.  Would that be in your home or someplace other than your home?



Q. 4b


In your
Away from


CIRCLE ALL THAT APPLY
Q. 4a
home
your home
Both

Spouse
1
1
2
3


Partner
3
1
2
3


Relative (Grandparent, sister/brother, cousin, etc.) 
4
1
2
3


Friend or neighbor
5
1
2
3


Older child in the family
6
1
2
3


Professional or babysitter who comes to my home
7
X
X
X


Professional who cares for children in their own home
8
X
X
X


Professional who cares for children at a child care center
9
X
X
X


Other (please specify)_____________________________
10
1
2
3

5.
How would you rate your child care arrangements?  Would you say they are…


Very satisfactory
1


Satisfactory
2


Unsatisfactory
3


Very unsatisfactory
4

6.
What is the primary language you use with your children under six years of age?


English
1


Spanish
2


Creole
3


English and Spanish equally
4


Other (specify)_____________
5

7.
How would you rate your ability to read: 



Excellent
Very Good
Good
Fair
Poor
Not at all

English
5
4
3
2
1
9
Spanish
5
4
3
2
1
9


Creole
5
4
3
2
1
9

SECTION B – ABOUT YOUR CHILD AND YOU

8. 
Thinking about your child’s overall development, how interested would you be in knowing more about normal <READ FROM LIST>…  READ CHOICES




Extremely
Very

Slightly
Not at All



ROTATE LIST
Interested
Interested
Interested
Interested
Interested
DK


Physical development
5
4
3
2
1
9


Social development
5
4
3
2
1
9


Intellectual development
5
4
3
2
1
9


Emotional development
5
4
3
2
1
9

9.
How often did you get information on your child’s development and parenting from each of the following?   READ FROM LIST AND READ CHOICES





Most of

Some of




ROTATE LIST
Always
the time
Usually
the time
Never
DK

Neighbors or friends
5
4
3
2
1
9


Mother or Mother-in-law
5
4
3
2
1
9


Other relative or family member
5
4
3
2
1
9


Doctor or nurse
5
4
3
2
1
9


Child care staff or professional
5
4
3
2
1
9


Baby sitter
5
4
3
2
1
9


Elder

5
4
3
2
1
9


Member of the clergy (Priest/Rabbi/Minister)
5
4
3
2
1
9

10. How often did you get information on children’s development and parenting from the following? 


READ FROM LIST AND READ CHOICES





Most of

Some of




ROTATE LIST
Always
the time
Usually
the time
Never
DK

Television
5
4
3
2
1
9



Radio

5
4
3
2
1
9


Magazines
5
4
3
2
1
9


Books

5
4
3
2
1
9


Newspapers
5
4
3
2
1
9


Internet
5
4
3
2
1
9

11.
In the last two days, how often did you spend time <READ FROM LIST> with your child? Was 
that 
one time, two times or three or more times?



One time
Two times
Three+ times
DK

Reading
1
2
3
9


Playing
1
2
3
9


Listening
1
2
3
9


Talking
1
2
3
9


Disciplining
1
2
3
9


Telling stories
1
2
3
9


Singing songs
1
2
3
9


Spending time as a family
1
2
3
9


Holding your child on your lap
1
2
3
9

12.
Discipline is a method of teaching that helps us live successfully in life. For you, as a parent, how acceptable are the following approaches to teaching children rules, consequences and limits.





Most of

Some of




ROTATE LIST
Always
the time
Usually
the time
Never
DK

Take away things they like
5
4
3
2
1
9


Reasoning
5
4
3
2
1
9


Spanking
5
4
3
2
1
9


Put in room
5
4
3
2
1
9


Show them the acceptable alternative
5
4
3
2
1
9


Verbal reprimand
5
4
3
2
1
9


Time out
5
4
3
2
1
9


Yelling or talking loud
5
4
3
2
1
9


Ignoring
5
4
3
2
1
9


Slapping
5
4
3
2
1
9


Other  ______________________________________________ (Specify)

13.
I’m going to read a list of services to you. For each service, please tell me if your child or your family ever received this service to help your child.


ROTATE LIST
Yes
No
Refused
Don’t Know

Speech or language therapy
1
2
8
9


Physical therapy
1
2
8
9


Occupational therapy
1
2
8
9


Hearing services
1
2
8
9


Vision services
1
2
8
9


Social services
1
2
8
9


Evaluation services (developmental or 



Psycho-educational services)
1
2
8
9


Counseling services
1
2
8
9


Home visits
1
2
8
9


Parent support or training
1
2
8
9


Special class with other children (some or 



all of whom had special needs)
1
2
8
9


Services for learning problems
1
2
8
9

14.
Home visiting is a strategy used to assist parents where a specially-trained professional provides information, guidance, and support for parents in their homes but only if the parent requests it. 


As a parent, how helpful would it have been or would it be to have home visiting?



Very helpful


1



Somewhat helpful

2



Not very helpful

3

15.
As a parent, how willing would you be to use home visiting if it was made available to you 


on request?



Very willing


1



Somewhat willing

2



Not very willing

3

16.
Which of the following sources of assistance would be most helpful to you if they were made available through Home Visiting?


ROTATE LIST - SELECT ALL THAT APPLY

Materials in your language of preference about 



raising children.
1


Home visits by professionals that provide information, resources and 



guidance about childrearing.
2


Nutrition information


Information in your language of preference on parenting classes 
3


Public awareness that provides information about children, 



families and parenting.
4


Information and time to talk about your child’s health
5


Pre-school information








6


Parent-child relationship building







7


Other​​​​​​​​​​​​​__________________________________(Specify)

17.
Thinking about home visiting on a voluntary basis, which of the following types of information would be most helpful to you from a home visitor?


ROTATE LIST - SELECT ALL THAT APPLY


Healthy brain development
1



How children develop
2


Child health and safety information
3


Play activities with your child
4


Information about disciplining
5


Nutrition and feeding information
6


Information about how to get your child to be more cooperative
7


Toilet training
8


Information about ways for your child to be able to get along with others
9


Information about how your children learn to communicate
10


Information to help your children think, learn and solve problems
11


Information to help your children learn from right and wrong
12


Information about your child’s activity level and coordination
13


Information about your child’s special health care needs
14


Other  _____________________________________________ (Specify)
15

18.
For each of the following statements, please tell me how strongly you agree or disagree with each one:


The first one is <READ FROM LIST>.  Would you say you…




Completely
Strongly

Disagree
Strongly



ROTATE LIST
Agree
Agree
Agree
Somewhat
Disagree
DK

I can get a break from my children 



when I need it
5
4
3
2
1
9


My child listens to me when I



Speak to him/her
5
4
3
2
1
9


A child in this family observes acts of



violence between adults in the family
5
4
3
2
1
9


A friend, neighbor or family member is



available to help out if needed
5
4
3
2
1
9


A child in this family observes acts



of violence in this neighborhood
5
4
3
2
1
9


A child in this family observes acts of 

violence on TV, movies or computer game

SECTION C – CHILD HEALTH AND WELL BEING

19.  Overall, how would you rate your child’s general health now?


Excellent

5


Good


4


Fair


3


Poor


2


Very Poor

1

20.  Overall, how would you rate your child’s emotional, developmental, or behavioral health?


Excellent

5


Good


4


Fair


3


Poor


2


Very Poor

1

21.
For these next questions, please tell me how often each of these statements applies to your children.





Most of

Some of




ROTATE LIST
Always
the time
Usually
the time
Never
DK

Children in this family are well-cared-for



by an adult.
5
4
3
2
1
9


Children in this family are up-to-date in 



their immunization shots.
5
4
3
2
1
9


Children in this family get enough rest.
5
4
3
2
1
9


Children in this family see a dentist
5
4
3
2
1
9

22.
In the last 12 months, when your child needed medical care from a professional right away for an illness or injury (rather than a parent or neighbor applying a bandage), how often did your child get care as soon as you wanted?


Always



5


Most of the time


4


Usually



3


Some of the time


2


Never




1


Has not needed immediate care
9

23.
When your child needs care right away for a serious illness or injury, whom do you usually call for 
help?





Most of

Some of




ROTATE LIST
Always
the time
Usually
the time
Never
DK

A relative 
5
4
3
2
1
9


A friend or neighbor
5
4
3
2
1
9


Go to the emergency room
5
4
3
2
1
9


Call a doctor
5
4
3
2
1
9


Go to a clinic
5
4
3
2
1
9


Treat it yourself with home remedies
5
4
3
2
1
9


Call the pharmacist or druggist
5
4
3
2
1
9


Other  _______________ (specify)


24.

How are most of your medical and hospital expenses paid?  Are they paid by…



An HMO/PPO where you are required to 




use certain doctors and hospitals

1



Traditional Commercial Insurance

2



Medicare

3



Medicaid/Welfare

4



Veteran’s Benefits

5



Self-payment; no insurance


6  - - - SKIP TO Q. 26



Other _______________________________
8

25.

Does this health plan include coverage for your children?



Yes
1



No
2

26.
Please rank each of the following statements in terms of its importance in helping your children be ready to learn?




Extremely
Very

Not very
Not at all



ROTATE LIST
Important
Important
Important
Important
Important
DK

Convenient, affordable, high quality child care



for infants and toddlers
5
4
3
2
1
9


Convenient, affordable, high quality child 



care for 3, 4 and 5 year olds
5
4
3
2
1
9


Better housing
5
4
3
2
1
9


A safer neighborhood
5
4
3
2
1
9


More information about how my child learns
5
4
3
2
1
9


More information to help me be an even 



better parent
5
4
3
2
1
9


Learning and play materials for my child
5
4
3
2
1
9


Convenient, affordable, high quality health 



care for my child
5
4
3
2
1
9


Adequate family income
5
4
3
2
1
9


Nutrition & adequate food
5
4
3
2
1
9


Dental Care
5
4
3
2
1
9


More time with my child
5
4
3
2
1
9


Other ideas  ________________________________ (Specify)

27.  Indicate respondent’s gender:



Male

1


Female

2

28.  I have just a few more questions that will be used for classification purposes only.  In what year were 
you born?
   

 ____    ____    ____    ____

29.  In what country were you born?


U.S  
1
- - - SKIP TO Q. 31


Brazil
2


Colombia
3


Cuba
4


Dominican Republic
5


Guatemala
6


Haiti
7


CONTINUE WITH


Jamaica
8


Q. 30


Mexico
9


Nicaragua
10


Puerto Rico
11


Venezuela
12


Other
(Specify) _________________________________
13

30. How many years have you been living in the United States?  _________

31. Which of the following best describes the highest level you have reached in school?


Have not completed high school
1


High school diploma or equivalent
2


Some college, including vocational/technical, 2-year degrees
3


Bachelor’s degree or higher
4

32. 
What is your current marital status? Are you…


Single, never married
1


Married
2


Separated
3


Divorced
4



Widowed
5


Living with a partner
6

33.
Which of the following live in the home with your child?


CIRCLE ALL THAT APPLY

Mother







1


Father







2


Step Mother






3


Step Father






4


Grandparent






5


Adult Aunt/Uncle/Cousin




6


Adult sibling






7


Other adult not related to the child



8

34.
In a typical week, how many hours are you employed outside your home?  And what about your spouse or partner?  How many hours are they employed outside the home?


_____  Hours Respondent

_____ Hours Spouse/partner

35.
Which of the following best describes the total annual income before taxes of everyone living in 


your household?

Under $10,000
1

$10,000 - $14,999
2

$15,000 - $19,999
3

$20,000 - $24,999
4

$25,000 and $34,999
5

$35,000 and $49,999
6

$50,000 and $74,999
7

$75,000 and $99,999
8

$100,000 or more
9

Refused
10

THANK YOU

Florida International University and The Early Childhood Initiative thank you for your willingness to participate in this telephone survey. 

END OF GENERAL SURVEY

THE FOLLOWING PAGES ARE TO BE ANSWERED BY 

EXPECTANT MOTHERS ONLY

XX.
For the expectant parent – Jump from page 1, Q. C

INTRODUCTION

Florida International University and The Early Childhood Initiative of Miami-Dade are working to give all children in our community full attention, commitment and resources so that they are ready and eager to learn by the time they reach first grade. We need your ideas and thoughts. This telephone survey will take about 15 minutes of your time.

SECTION A – GENERAL

First I am going to ask you some general questions about you and your family.

1. 
With which of the groups below do you most closely identify?

Non-Hispanic White
1
CHECK GROUP 1 QUOTA AND CONTINUE IF NOT FULL

Hispanic Cuban
2
CHECK GROUP 2 QUOTA AND CONTINUE IF NOT FULL

Hispanic Non-Cuban
3
CHECK GROUP 3 QUOTA AND CONTINUE IF NOT FULL

African-American 
4
CHECK GROUP 4 QUOTA AND CONTINUE IF NOT FULL

Haitian-American
5
CHECK GROUP 5 QUOTA AND CONTINUE IF NOT FULL

Cuban
6
CHECK GROUP 2 QUOTA AND CONTINUE IF NOT FULL

Haitian
7
CHECK GROUP 5 QUOTA AND CONTINUE IF NOT FULL

Black (Prompt)_________
8
CHECK GROUP 4 QUOTA AND CONTINUE IF NOT FULL

Other (Specify) ________
9
IF RESPONDENT FITS INTO ONE OF THE QUOTA GROUPS, 


CHECK QUOTA AND CONTINUE IF NOT FULL; 



OTHERWISE TERMINATE INTERVIEW

X1.
Have you received prenatal care from a doctor, clinic or other health professional?


Yes

1   - - - ASK Q. X2


No

2   - - - SKIP TO Q. X3

X2.
In which month of your pregnancy did you first seek prenatal care? 



____  (Use 1-9 to indicate month)
X3. 
As an expectant parent, please rate the following in terms of their importance to you.  How important 
is it to you to know about….




Extremely
Very

Not very
Not at all



ROTATE LIST
Important
Important
Important
Important
Important
DK

Prenatal care
5
4
3
2
1
9


Nursing, feeding and nutrition
5
4
3
2
1
9


Your baby’s development
5
4
3
2
1
9


Coping with a sick baby
5
4
3
2
1
9


Safety and common accidents
5
4
3
2
1
9


Getting ready to be a parent
5
4
3
2
1
9


Changing relationships with family members
5
4
3
2
1
9


Child care arrangements
5
4
3
2
1
9


Learning to play with your baby
5
4
3
2
1
9


Meeting your baby’s needs and demands
5
4
3
2
1
9

6.
What is the primary language you use with your children under six years of age?


English
1


Spanish
2


Creole
3


English and Spanish equally
4


Other (specify)_____________
5

7.
How would you rate your ability to read: 



Excellent
Very Good
Good
Fair
Poor
Not at all

English
5
4
3
2
1
9
Spanish
5
4
3
2
1
9


Creole
5
4
3
2
1
9

SECTION B – ABOUT YOUR CHILD AND YOU

8. 
Thinking about your child’s overall development, how interested would you be in knowing more about normal <READ FROM LIST>…  READ CHOICES




Extremely
Very

Slightly
Not at All



ROTATE LIST
Interested
Interested
Interested
Interested
Interested
DK


Physical development
5
4
3
2
1
9


Social development
5
4
3
2
1
9


Intellectual development
5
4
3
2
1
9


Emotional development
5
4
3
2
1
9

9.
How often did you get information on your child’s development and parenting from each of the following?   READ FROM LIST AND READ CHOICES





Most of

Some of




ROTATE LIST
Always
the time
Usually
the time
Never
DK

Neighbors or friends
5
4
3
2
1
9


Mother or Mother-in-law
5
4
3
2
1
9


Other relative or family member
5
4
3
2
1
9


Doctor or nurse
5
4
3
2
1
9


Child care staff or professional
5
4
3
2
1
9


Baby sitter
5
4
3
2
1
9


Elder

5
4
3
2
1
9


Member of the clergy (Priest/Rabbi/Minister)
5
4
3
2
1
9

10. How often did you get information on children’s development and parenting from the following? 


READ FROM LIST AND READ CHOICES





Most of

Some of




ROTATE LIST
Always
the time
Usually
the time
Never
DK

Television
5
4
3
2
1
9



Radio

5
4
3
2
1
9


Magazines
5
4
3
2
1
9


Books

5
4
3
2
1
9


Newspapers
5
4
3
2
1
9


Internet
5
4
3
2
1
9

12.
Discipline is a method of teaching that helps us live successfully in life. For you, as a parent, how acceptable are the following approaches to teaching children rules, consequences and limits.





Most of

Some of




ROTATE LIST
Always
the time
Usually
the time
Never
DK

Take away things they like
5
4
3
2
1
9


Reasoning
5
4
3
2
1
9


Spanking
5
4
3
2
1
9


Put in room
5
4
3
2
1
9


Show them the acceptable alternative
5
4
3
2
1
9


Verbal reprimand
5
4
3
2
1
9


Time out
5
4
3
2
1
9


Yelling or talking loud
5
4
3
2
1
9


Ignoring
5
4
3
2
1
9


Slapping
5
4
3
2
1
9


Other  ______________________________________________ (Specify)

14.
Home visiting is a strategy used to assist parents where a specially-trained professional provides information, guidance, and support for parents in their homes but only if the parent requests it. 


As a parent, how helpful would it have been or would it be to have home visiting?



Very helpful


1



Somewhat helpful

2



Not very helpful

3

15.
As a parent, how willing would you be to use home visiting if it was made available to you 


on request?



Very willing


1



Somewhat willing

2



Not very willing

3

16.
Which of the following sources of assistance would be most helpful to you if they were made available through Home Visiting?


ROTATE LIST - SELECT ALL THAT APPLY

Materials in your language of preference about 



raising children.
1


Home visits by professionals that provide information, resources and 



guidance about childrearing.
2


Nutrition information


Information in your language of preference on parenting classes 
3


Public awareness that provides information about children, 



families and parenting.
4


Information and time to talk about your child’s health
5


Pre-school information


Parent-child relationship building


Other​​​​​​​​​​​​​__________________________________(Specify)

17.
Thinking about home visiting on a voluntary basis, which of the following types of information would be most helpful to you from a home visitor?


ROTATE LIST - SELECT ALL THAT APPLY


Healthy brain development
1



How children develop
2


Child health and safety information
3


Play activities with your child
4


Information about disciplining
5


Nutrition and feeding information
6


Information about how to get your child to be more cooperative
7


Toilet training
8


Information about ways for your child to be able to get along with others
9


Information about how your children learn to communicate
10


Information to help your children think, learn and solve problems
11


Information to help your children learn from right and wrong
12


Information about your child’s activity level and coordination
13


Information about your child’s special health care needs
14


Other  _____________________________________________ (Specify)
15

23.
When your child needs care right away for a serious illness or injury, whom do you usually call for 
help?





Most of

Some of




ROTATE LIST
Always
the time
Usually
the time
Never
DK

A relative 
5
4
3
2
1
9


A friend or neighbor
5
4
3
2
1
9


Go to the emergency room
5
4
3
2
1
9


Call a doctor
5
4
3
2
1
9


Go to a clinic
5
4
3
2
1
9


Treat it yourself with home remedies
5
4
3
2
1
9


Call the pharmacist or druggist
5
4
3
2
1
9


Other  _______________ (specify)


24.

How are most of your medical and hospital expenses paid?  Are they paid by…



An HMO/PPO where you are required to 




use certain doctors and hospitals

1



Traditional Commercial Insurance

2



Medicare

3



Medicaid/Welfare

4



Veteran’s Benefits

5



Self-payment; no insurance


6  - - - SKIP TO Q. 26



Other _______________________________
8

25.

Does this health plan include coverage for your children?



Yes
1



No
2

26.
Please rank each of the following statements in terms of its importance in helping your children be ready to learn?




Extremely
Very

Not very
Not at all



ROTATE LIST
Important
Important
Important
Important
Important
DK

Convenient, affordable, high quality child care



for infants and toddlers
5
4
3
2
1
9


Convenient, affordable, high quality child 



care for 3, 4 and 5 year olds
5
4
3
2
1
9


Better housing
5
4
3
2
1
9


A safer neighborhood
5
4
3
2
1
9


More information about how my child learns
5
4
3
2
1
9


More information to help me be an even 



better parent
5
4
3
2
1
9


Learning and play materials for my child
5
4
3
2
1
9


Convenient, affordable, high quality health 



care for my child
5
4
3
2
1
9


Adequate family income
5
4
3
2
1
9


Nutrition & adequate food
5
4
3
2
1
9


Dental Care
5
4
3
2
1
9


More time with my child
5
4
3
2
1
9


Other ideas  ________________________________ (Specify)

27.  Indicate respondent’s gender:



Male

1


Female

2

28.  I have just a few more questions that will be used for classification purposes only.  In what year were 
you born?
   

 ____    ____    ____    ____

29.  In what country were you born?


U.S  
1
- - - SKIP TO Q. 31


Brazil
2


Colombia
3


Cuba
4


Dominican Republic
5


Guatemala
6


Haiti
7


CONTINUE WITH


Jamaica
8


Q. 30


Mexico
9


Nicaragua
10


Puerto Rico
11


Venezuela
12


Other
(Specify) _________________________________
13

30. How many years have you been living in the United States?  _________

31. Which of the following best describes the highest level you have reached in school?


Have not completed high school
1


High school diploma or equivalent
2


Some college, including vocational/technical, 2-year degrees
3


Bachelor’s degree or higher
4

32. 
What is your current marital status? Are you…


Single, never married
1


Married
2


Separated
3


Divorced
4



Widowed
5


Living with a partner
6

33.
Which of the following live in the home with your child?


CIRCLE ALL THAT APPLY

Mother







1


Father







2


Step Mother






3


Step Father






4


Grandparent






5


Adult Aunt/Uncle/Cousin




6


Adult sibling






7


Other adult not related to the child



8

34.
In a typical week, how many hours are you employed outside your home?  And what about your spouse or partner?  How many hours are they employed outside the home?


_____  Hours Respondent

_____ Hours Spouse/partner

35.
Which of the following best describes the total annual income before taxes of everyone living in 


your household?

Under $10,000
1

$10,000 - $14,999
2

$15,000 - $19,999
3

$20,000 - $24,999
4

$25,000 and $34,999
5

$35,000 and $49,999
6

$50,000 and $74,999
7

$75,000 and $99,999
8

$100,000 or more
9

Refused
10

THANK YOU

Florida International University and The Early Childhood Initiative thank you for your willingness to participate in this telephone survey.






